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of collectors. Thirty years ago, they were proud speak a
language that no one else was speaking: the language of
the art world. If you were part of this world, you were
the intellectual elite. Step by step, the new generation has
proven to be very smart and it's hard to judge them.

what role does an art gallery play in society?
E.P: I'm not personally involved in politics, maybe one
day I will be. A lot of the artists I represent are. Ericson
and Ziegler, is an American duo of artists who were very
engaged in politics and social issucs, Claude Rutault,
a conceptual artist who, through his writing practice
opens the minds to societal problems. Sophie Callie is an
important figure in feminism. Bharti Kher discusses the
condition of women in India through her work. Paola
Pivi, although recently changed her mind, was associated
with the Free Tibet Movement.

what is the effect of artists sharing their work
on social media?

E.P: Artists in the 20th century were making so many
pieces from the same series. It happened naturally and
not for the sake of the market. Nowadays, the work of
artists who are in Social Media is exposed to millions of
people around the world. They’re subject to a pressure
that carlicr artists didn’t have.

will new technologies take over gallery
spaces?

E.P: I might be wrong but the nature of what we show
and sell is physical, so I hope in the future people will still
want to experience the works in person. Technologies
can exist and develop in parallel, but I don't think it will
replace the physical experience. Movie theatres still exist
despite the growth of video streaming,

what’s been your most recent success?

E.P: Receiving the Medal “Ordre des Arts et des Lettres”
from the government of France and the opening of my
gallery in Shanghai. It’s also a big accomplishment to
experience how a number of artists I've been working
with for decades, are becoming successful worldwide
and breaking records. When you have two or three very
successful artists, you think it’s a coincidence; when this
list is long and kecps on growing, you know you've had
an influence on them.

what initiatives can galleries start to make fine
art more accessible to young collectors?

E.P: Having picces at all price points. At Perrotin's shops,
we have books, posters, postcards, prints, and limited
edition products. Artworks are expensive, but clearly, the
difference between our business and other entertainment
businesses is that anyone can visit our gallery free and live

the experience.

what are your favorite pieces of art from
your collection?

E.P: Artworks are like your babies, it's hard to choose
one over the other. Also, I don’t have a person:
collection, my gallery owns everything. I'm proud
of the works I have and I didn't even sell them cves
when I was going through financial problems. I have
Murakami from a very long time ago, a picce by Pietre
Soulages, a bear by Paola Pivi [image above]. I'm 10
pretending like some dealers do, that I have a persona
collection. There’s a difference between inventory and
collection. '

what's your proudest accomplishment?

E.P: The fact that most of my artists stay with "
they’re the reason to make me want to make the galler
better every day.

Wwhat is your biggest regret?
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