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 info Gone is the bill to raise the country’s minimum wage from 300 to 450 pula ($27 to $46). Economists contend that it is not enough to lift workers out of poverty. They have to be motivated, which means that there must be a plan to equip them with the means to compete in the market for jobs. But a significant political force is mobilizing to block any attempt to lift the poor out of poverty.
Mnangagwa’s main ally, former vice president Emmerson Mnangagwa, did not accept the result of the recent presidential election. His coalition of the fragile and fractured opposition party, the MDC, is now taking its fight to Parliament. It is demanding that parliament, controlled by the ruling Zanu-PF, call a second presidential election. If it does not, it says, Mnangagwa must be declared the winner

of the July 30 presidential poll, rather than Emmerson Mnangagwa. Mnangagwa’s justification for calling for the re-run of the presidential election is this. The election was marred by electoral fraud, he says. He accuses the opposition MDC of colluding with Zanu-PF to rig the results. He says if the opposition refuses to accept the outcome, he is ready to take the country to a third election. The
Opposition says it does not want a third election. The Opposition is right to say that Mnangagwa is the legitimate winner of the July presidential election. His major challenger was his predecessor, Robert Mugabe. The fact that Mugabe won a resounding victory is supported by the balance of credible opinion poll evidence. Mugabe was supported by 77 percent of voters. The opposition in Parliament,

led by Tendai Biti, has got into a tussle with the opposition in the civil society, which includes groups like the Economic Justice Network, which began organizing to demand that the election be re-run. In June, the EFN led a march of about 10,000 people through Harare to call for the re-run of the election. It ended at the offices of the Mnangagwa-led Zanu-PF, the highest place to which the
opposition had been able to get, seeking to embarrass the government into calling a re-run of the election. Mnangagwa’s people have been insulted by the march, and 82157476af
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